DIFFERENCES THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Helping kids SHINE!

The CALM Early Learning Curriculum (led by Melvin) was developed in 2013 by staff at FVCDC. The curriculum
is evidence based and outcome driven and is based on the renown work of Dr. Stuart Shanker. As a
specialized program, it is funded through successful grant applications, school district partnerships and some
provincial dollars. The demand for the program has exploded within the Fraser Valley region and interest
from other districts in the province are growing. We are now looking to engage with the corporate sector to
ensure the sustainability of this program and meet the needs of our communities and their young children.
Special thanks to current program funders:
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You have the power to influence a child's life through GIVING

HAVE YOU MET MELVIN?
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ready to observe the students interactions with Melvin. The group of 18
students were a mixed bunch with an array of personalities that I could see
as they were called to the circle mat because Melvin was here.
It was only week 3 of the 10 week CALM Early Learning Group, but Melvin
already had each child’s attention. As the teacher gathered her materials
she invited the children to share their weekend stories, in a whisper, to
Melvin. Many tiny voices exploded in chatter as they shared their stories.
As the teacher joined them at the circle mat, one boy wanted to ask Melvin
a question. With permission he said “Melvin, can you see anything
different about me? Melvin, paused, “I got a hair cut. Do you like it?” said
the young boy.
Who was Melvin?

(continued) ……………...

Melvin the Monkey-

is a plush, hand puppet. He has many

HOLIDAY GIVING CAMPAIGN

friends, in particular Tucker the Turtle. Melvin is fun and exciting and

During the month of December we launched our

helps children to cope with the stressors of their life. With the

Holiday Giving Campaign - an opportunity for our family,

teachers’ help Melvin interacts with the children about their

friends and community partners to continue their support

emotions - what makes them happy, sad, angry, kind, scared, lonely,

of the Fraser Valley Child Development Center’s services

jealous, loved; and how to cope with their emotions. Children learn

and programs with a gift to change a child’s life!

about their energy arousal states (when/how to be active, when/how
to be quiet), problem solving strategies, emotions, impulse control,

Our Holiday Giving Campaign included invitations to:
Alumni Giving Circle - families/friends who had a child or know a child who received our services;

moral development, empathy and more.

Family Giving Circle - FVCDC staff and board members both past and present;
Why are these skills important?

Community Giving Circle - community members who support the services and programs of FVCDC.

Social emotional development is known to be a key predictor of
future success in family, work and academics. Children with good

With such generosity we received over $18,232. With this support we can provide more group

self regulation skills pay attention to classroom activities, ignore

interventions for those children on our waitlist; we can expand specialized programs; and we can

distractions, remember directions and resist impulses. These skills

replenish our Child and Family Resource Program with specialized equipment and resources for loan

give them an advantage to succeed today and tomorrow.

to families to support heir child’s growth, development and learning. Thank you for all your kind gifts.

Do you know a child 4-7 years of age? Maybe they know Melvin!

CHRISTMAS CHEER

TIME FLIES WHEN YOURE HAVING FUN!
December is traditionally a very giving time of the year,

It’s hard to believe that it has already been six months since our Danish students arrived. We have

and staff at FVCDC did not hold back on their efforts to

been so thankful for their time with us, especially their commitment, desire to learn, happy & fun

share Christmas joy to others in need.

energy and overall kindness to our staff and the children and families we serve. Thank you Louise
and Lasse, we wish you all the best in the future, and a happy and safe return to Denmark!

Throughout our region - Abbotsford, Mission,
Chilliwack - there were Children’s Christmas Parties

Louise and Lasse left us their words…..“Thank you

with over 300 happy children; Family Christmas

for being so welcoming and open to us. You all

hampers delivered with toys and supplies; as well as,

made our day better, by being who you are. We really

food bank donations and winter coats.

appreciate that we could be a part of this amazing
organization and you wonderful people. It has been a

Many special thanks to our staff for all their giving,
their Christmas joy and holiday cheer.

special 6 months for us and a privilege to meet you all!”

