DIFFERENCES THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Helping kids SHINE!

Allowing our children to PLAY may be the best gift we can
give. PLAY is the primary engine of human growth; it’s
universal – as much as walking and talking. PLAY is the
way children build ideas and how they make sense of
their experience and feel safe. It is through PLAY that
children develop the skills they will need for the rest of
their lives. Fine and gross motor, cognitive and social
emotional, and speech and language skills are fostered
through the experiences children have during PLAY.
Always encourage your children to PLAY.
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You have the power to influence a child's life through GIVING

OUR CP CHAMPIONS - SKYLA & JAYDE

If you or your organization would like to

On Father’s Day 2012, life changed dramatically for parents Desiree and Alex

support this program or another program

when their twin girls arrived early at 25 weeks, and weighing just over a pound

we provide, let’s get together and talk.

IN THIS ISSUE

each. Skyla and Jayde spent their first 104 days in the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at BC Children’s Hospital. During this time Desiree and Alex, along with

Please call us at 604.852.2686 or visit our
website to learn more www.fvcdc.org
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their two older children, lived in a trailer in the hospital parking lot to be close
to the twins. “It was a difficult life for everyone at first - but we’re here!”,
Desiree says with a smile. And “here” means home, with plenty of help from
loving grandparents, therapists, doctors, nurses, support workers and a
community which is growing in its understanding of cerebral palsy.
Cerebral Palsy is a term used to describe a group of disorders affecting body
movement and muscle coordination. Skyla and Jayde were diagnosed with
cerebral palsy (CP) after suffering interventricular hemorrhages into the
fluid-filled areas of their brain. It was a crash course in medical and therapeutic
………. Continued pg3

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SKYLA & JAYDE: Living with CP
…….. terminology for the family who knew very little about cerebral palsy at the time.

As I enter the 19th year as Executive Director, I reflect on how far we have come. We have grown into an
agency that houses a diverse array of expertise under one roof, dedicated to excellence in services to

The girls are now three years old, attend preschool, take naps, and enjoy their family time just like their

children and their families in the Upper Fraser Valley. All of our programs are fully staffed at this time and

peers. Jayde loves molding playdough with her mom and listening to music, and Skyla loves finger painting

serving 2,600 children and youth annually. Resources are stretched to the maximum with staff carrying 50

with shaving cream with her dad and being outside on the trampoline. They love cuddles and spending

to 100 children on their caseload depending on their discipline. As stated last year we hope that sometime

time with their big sister and brother, who love them dearly.

in the near future there will be further investment in services to children with developmental needs by our
provincial organization. We are innovative and evolving in our service delivery to meet the needs of
children, youth and families in our region. We have an amazing group of dedicated professionals and an
amazing leadership team steering the organization. This, along with partnerships with other
community agencies provide a good foundation for long term sustainability and we continue to build on
these partnerships to help us do this.

As Skyla and Jayde grow they require updated wheelchairs and feeding chairs, orthotics and other adaptive
equipment. The equipment and supplies are expensive but allow the family to be as mobile and interactive
as possible. Desiree and Alex have become creative in their budgeting and reach out to charitable
organizations to help - “It takes a village to raise a child” (African Proverb). Today, they have made some
home renovations including a ramp to the front door, bathrooms and widening doors for wheelchair
accessibility. But they need to always look to the future - an accessible mini-van, an elevator in the house,

Thank you for your support of our organization yesterday, today and for

more supportive therapies and specialized equipment as the girls grow bigger.

tomorrow’s children. Karen McLean, Executive Director, FVCDC
“Abbotsford is a great community and I want more people to understand just what cerebral palsy is,” says

SNAPSHOT

Desiree. It is now the Robinson’s hope that everyone will take the opportunity to learn a little more about
CP and how to interact with and include people with these varying disorders.

The Early Years in our Community:


16,000 children under the age of 5 years;



13% of children under the age of six live in low income families



26% of the Fraser Valley Population is a visible minority.



33% of children entering Kindergarten are vulnerable in one or more
areas of development

Fraser Valley Child Development Centre:




2,600 children, youth and families served annually.


91% of families indicate that staff are very or extremely helpful in identifying the things they do to
help their child grow/learn;



94% of families indicate that staff are very or extremely helpful in making them feel competent as a
parent.

105 professionals employed at the Fraser Valley Child Development Centre (FVCDC)


97% of staff agree or strongly agree that they support the overall direction of FVCDC;



87% of staff stay with FVCDC for three (3) years or more.

Many thanks to the Robinson family for sharing their story.

